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without absolutely acquiring theirs, and is often perfectly
unintelligible. Figures are said to be perilous things to
careless writers ; they are not without danger to the gravest.
There is sometimes a fashion of commencement in literary
essays which seems to be imperious. Doctor Johnson but
swells out the initiatory paragraph of Warburton in his own
preface to Shakespeare. A simile is thought as essential
among these critics as a sentence, and architecture has been
permitted to illustrate the genius of Shakespeare. Pope and
Theobald are reminded of a Gothic building. Let us attend
to the at least animated figure of Capell.

c It is said of the ostrich that she drops her eggs at ran-
dom, to be disposed of as chance pleases; either brought to
maturity by the sun's kindly warmth, or else crushed by
beasts and the feet of passers-by: such, at least, is the
account which naturalists have given us of this extraor-
dinary bird; and, admitting it for a truth, she is in this a fit
emblem of almost every great genius; they conceive and
produce with ease those noble issues of human understand-
ing, but incubation, the dull work of putting them correctly
upon paper and afterwards publishing, is a task they cannot
away with.'

The reader sees the total failure of this simile in a
moment. A play is at its full maturity when it is given to
the stage \ the egg is already an ostrich. Committing it to
the press is like anything but incubation. If the poet had
contented himself with sketching merely his fable and char-
acters, and leaving these rudiments to be made plays by
those who found them, or to perish among the unheeded
rubbish of a lumber-room, the ostrich might have illustrated
the negligence of a great genius.

But pardon him his simile, and the Introduction to his
Shakespeare is a very masterly effort. It suggested to Mr.
Malone the Chronological Essay upon his plays, the History
of the Stage, and also the plan of that Life of the Poet which
my late friend left imperfect, I mean imperfect only be-
cause unfinished, for all that we have of it is perfect beyond
comparison, and indeed a masterpiece of antiquarian saga-
city and the most unwearied research. c Before these efforts
of Mr. Malone/ as Capell observed, c in all the writings